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once, and then die. On the higher hills, to which reference
has already been made, the grass lands have a charac-
teristic vegetation, and the shola forests fill the hollows
with interesting trees, of which the most common are
myrtles (Eugenia), hollies (Ilex), Rhododendron, Michdia,
and Meliosma. Conspicuous plants also are the intro-
duced gorse and arum lily. A beautiful white lily (Lilium
milgherrense) is not uncommon, and in the peat bogs
occurs the curious Hedyotis vcrticillata. In these hills
many Australian plants have been introduced, chiefly
species of Eucalyptus and Acacia. Finally, it may be re-
marked that perhaps the most interesting point is the
almost complete absence of indigenous Conifers and
Oaks.

The forests of the Madras Presidency are found in all
districts, for nearly all the land in the Presidency, except
in the Native States and in a small number of granted
estates, is the property of the Government, who own the
forests. The area thus placed under management amounts
to about 20,000 square miles, and requires a considerable
staff of officers. The forests serve chiefly for the supply
of the requirements of the great agricultural population in
fuel and building material, the more valuable ones also
yielding a considerable amount of better class timber for
public works such as the railways, but scarcely any for
export. The most valuable forests are those of teak,
which are found principally in Malabar, the Nllgiris, and
Coimbatore; but there are other teak forests in the Deccan
country, and up to and across the river Godavari. Sal
forests occur chiefly in the most northernly district, Gan-
jam; red sanders wood in Cuddapah and North Arcot;
sandal in Coimbatore and Coorg; and Hardwickia in
Anantapur and Bellary. In most other regions the forests
are of mixed species, the chief timber-givers being trees
of the genera Dalbergia, Xylia, Pterocarpus, Terminalia,
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